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The  population  living  on  farms  in 
rural  areas  of  the  United  States  averaged 
10,875,000  persons  in  the  year  centered 
on  April  1967  (table  1).  1/   Since  April 
1966  the  number  of  farm  residents  has  de- 
creased by  720,000  or  6.2  percent.   This 
decline  represents  a  continuation  of  the 
long-term  downward  trend.   The  Annual 
Farm  Population  Survey  of  the  Economic 
Research  Service  shows  a  decline  in  the 
number  of  farm  residents  in  all  major  ge- 
ographic regions  and  divisions  of  the 
Nation,  with  the  heaviest  losses  in  the 
South  and  West.  2/     The  greatest  absolute 
and  relative  decline  came  in  the  East 
South  Central  Division,  where  farm  popu- 
lation dropped  by  9  percent  from  the 
prior  year.   During  the  period  reported, 
Federal  minimum  wage  legislation  for 
hired  workers  went  into  effect  for  the 
first  time  on  farms  using  substantial 
amounts  of  hired  work.   This  legislation 
may  account  in  part  for  the  high  rate  of 
loss  for  the  South  as  a  whole  and  the 
East  South  Central  Division  in  particular. 

Between  April  1966  and  April  1967 
there  was  a  net  loss  to  the  U.  S.  farm 
population  of  nearly  800,000  persons  of 
all  ages  who  either  moved  away  from  farms 
or  lived  on  places  that  were  removed  from 
the  farm  category  because  agricultural 
operations  ceased.   This  net  change  re- 
sulted from  the  gross  outmovement  or  re- 
classification of  1.1  million  persons 
which  was  offset  in  part  by  an  inflow  of 
about  300,000  persons.   The  73,000  excess 
of  farm  births  over  farm  deaths  further 
countered  the  net  decrease  from  migration 
and  reclassification. 

Because  the  estimates  of  change  in 
farm  population  from  one  year  to  another 
fluctuate  in  part  from  sampling  varia- 
tion, averages  for  a  period  of  years  are 


deemed  more  reliable.   For  the  7-year 
period  1960-67,  the  net  loss  to  the  farm 
population  through  migration  and  reclas- 
sification of  residence  was  800,000  annu- 
ally (table  2) ,  an  average  considerably 
below  that  of  a  million  annually  which 
was  estimated  for  the  1950-60  decade. 
The  smaller  absolute  average  loss  for  the 
1960's  reflects  the  smaller  farm  popula- 
tion base  and  not  a  slackening  in  the 
rate  of  migration.   For  1960-67,  the  an- 
nual rate  of  net  outmigration  was  6.1 
percent  of  the  base  population.   From 
1950  to  1960,  the  comparable  rate  was  5.3 
percent . 

Among  the  geographic  divisions  of 
the  country,  the  annual  rate  of  net  out- 
migration for  this  7-year  period  ranged 
from  an  estimated  low  of  4.8  percent  in 
the  East  North  Central  Division  to  a  high 
of  8.3  percent  in  New  England. 

Definitions. — The  estimates  pre- 
sented in  this  report  relate  to  the  rural 
civilian  population  living  on  farms,  re- 
gardless of  occupation.   According  to  the 
definition  adopted  for  the  1960  Census  of 
Population,  farm  population  consists  of 
persons  residing  on  places  of  10  acres  or 
more  from  which  at  least  $50  worth  of 
farm  products  were  sold  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  on  places  of  less  than  10  acres 
from  which  at  least  $250  worth  of  prod- 
ucts were  sold.   Persons  living  on  what 
might  be  considered  farmland  are  classed 
as  nonfarm  if  they  rent  for  cash  a  house 


1/     The  figure  is  an  annual  average 
computed  by  using  quarterly  data  for  the 
year  centered  on  the  April  date  for  which 
the  estimate  is  prepared. 

2/   States  in  geographic  regions  and  di- 
visions are  listed  at  bottom  of  table  2. 
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and  yard  only.   Likewise,  persons  in  in- 
stitutions, summer  camps,  motels,  and 
tourist  camps  located  in  the  open  country 
are  also  classed  as  nonfarm.   Unmarried 
persons  attending  college  away  from  home, 
and  whose  usual  place  of  residence  is  a 
farm,  are  treated  as  farm  residents  in 
the  surveys,  although  this  procedure  is 
different  from  that  used  in  the  decennial 
census. 

Sources  and  limitations. — Annual  es- 
timates of  the  number  of  people  living  on 
farms  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole  are 
obtained  from  the  Current  Population  Sur- 
vey of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.   As 
these  estimates  are  based  on  sample  data, 
they  are  subject  to  sampling  variability. 
The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that 
an  estimate  of  the  total  1967  farm  popu- 
lation from  the  sample  would  differ  from 
a  complete  census  by  less  than  147,000. 
The  chances  are  about  95  out  of  100  that 
the  difference  would  be  no  more  than 
294,000  and  about  99  out  of  100  that  it 
would  be  no  more  than  368,000. 

Data  for  geographic  areas  and  for 
components  of  farm  population  change  are 
based  on  a  mail-questionnaire  survey, 
conducted  for  the  Economic  Research  Serv- 
ice by  the  Statistical  Reporting  Service. 
This  survey  was  conducted  in  every  State 
except  Hawaii.   Usable  information  was 
obtained  from  22,000  respondents  in  1967, 


reporting  on  101,000  farms.  3/  Area  esti- 
mates are  tied  to  benchmark  figures  for 
decennial  census  years  and  adjusted  to 
conform  to  the  total  farm  population  es- 
timate obtained  annually  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 

The  reliability  of  any  geographic 
area  estimate  depends  on  the  reliability 
of  both  the  U.S.  estimate  and  the  mail 
survey  data.   The  reliability  of  data 
from  the  mail  survey  alone  cannot  be  as- 
sessed in  terms  of  sampling  error.   Reli- 
ability depends  in  part  upon  State-to- 
State  variations  in  the  size  and  repre- 
sentativeness of  the  mailing  list,  as 
well  as  upon  variations  in  rate,  repre- 
sentativeness, and  accuracy  of  returns. 

Earlier  comparable  reports. — Esti- 
mates for  earlier  years  on  number,  migra- 
tion, and  natural  increase  of  farm  people 
were  published  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Farm  Population  Estimates 
for  1910-62,  ERS-130,  October  1963;  Farm 
Population  Estimates  for  1963,  ERS-177, 
July  1964;  Farm  Population  Estimates  for 
1964,  ERS-233,  June  1965;  Farm  Population 
Estimates  for  1965,  ERS-286,  April  1966; 
and  Farm  Population  Estimates  for  1966, 
ERS-344,  May  1967. 


3/  Each  respondent  reported  for  his 
own  farm  and  for  adjoining  farms. 
4  - 


